Developing a Healing Community
The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, 
and provide for those who grieve in Zion - to bestow on them a crown of beauty 
instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, and a garment of praise 
instead of a spirit of despair. (Isaiah 61:1-3a)
Introduction: The decision must be made now and lived out from this day forward

Understanding the true nature of healing and wholeness… it happens in two parts
1. The crisis of healing and wholeness
2. The process of healing and wholeness
· The process of healing cannot happen in a vacuum; it requires a context.
· The local church that pays the price to become an authentic community is the appropriate and God-ordained place for the healing process to take place. 
Note: In terms of importance and priority, the context (community that is intentionally created) is more important than the skills learned to pray for healing and wholeness.
Illustration: What’s in the box?

The use of words








        
Guiding principle:
Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone. (Colossians 4:6)
· What we do say matters
When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we can turn the whole animal. Or take ships as an example. Although they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are steered by a very small rudder wherever the pilot wants to go. Likewise the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark. (James 3:3-5)
Note: The ability to keep watch over your words is a clear demonstration of character.
Beware: If you find yourself (or another) saying: “I probably shouldn’t be saying this, but…”
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· What we don’t say matters
Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. (Eph. 4:29)

Note: Confidentiality is expression of the intentionality and determination to create an environment of safety.  

Consider: Do you think that it would please the Lord to send His beloved children to such an environment as this?
The posture of protection as the expression of authentic love in the community
Guiding principle:

Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be men of courage; be strong. Do everything in love. (I Corinthians 16:13-14)

· Be on your guard = gregoreuo 
· Stand firm = steko
Note: The verbs are in the present tense, active voice and imperative mood

· Love as the visible evidence of God in us

No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. (I John 4:12)
· Jesus demonstrates His love by His protection for His sheep
"I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.  The hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. (John 10:11-13)

Healing Prayer and Prophetic Word Guidelines at NewSong
· We affirm and honor the expression of the Holy Spirit and the gifting given to various denominations, churches and movements of the Holy Spirit.  At NewSong, however, we do not believe that the Lord is calling us to duplicate any of these other expressions.  

· We are committed to providing a safe environment for interested attendees to learn and develop the skills to pray for healing and to hear God more effectively.  

· We ask all non-prayer team members (identified by team name badges) to refrain from offering prayer or prophetic words at any time unless explicitly asked to do so by a recognized NewSong leader.
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