THE HEALING MINISTRY OF JESUS

(Outline)

JEHOVAH RAPHA— “I the Lord am your healer”
This term reveals His nature.  To heal and give good health is part of God’s nature.

Exodus 15:26 “And He says, “if you will give earnest heed to the voice of the Lord your God, and do what is right in His sight, and give ear to His commandments, and keep all His statutes, I will put none of these diseases on you which I have put on the Egyptians; for I, the Lord am your Healer.”

In Old Testament times God dealt with the people of Israel as a group.
In the New Testament while groups are still important, we tend to learn more about God’s relationship to individuals.
THE KINGDOM OF GOD

Scriptures of Jesus’ Arrival as Savior
Luke 4:16-22 

Isaiah 6l:1-3

John 7:18-23

John 20:30-31

John 21:25
Christ’s coming brought with Him the Kingdom of God and the new age of God’s reign into the present, but it is not yet fully consummated.  

The outcome of World War II was decided on D-Day, but the war wasn’t over until V-Day, 18 months later.  Between the two events many people were injured and many lives were lost.

The outcome of this “present evil age” was decided by Christ’s death and resurrection, but the war won’t be over until His return, which will be the victory day of the “age to come”.

Christ demonstrated that the Kingdom of God had arrived by destroying the works of the devil (e.g., healing the sick, casting out demons, calming the storm, raising the dead, etc.)

Jesus said, “Just as the Father has sent Me, I am sending you.”  John 20:21
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  SOME KEY PRINCIPLES AND PATTERNS 

FOR JESUS’ HEALING WORK
A.  Jesus began healing after His baptism and anointing by the Holy Spirit without 

      measure.  (Luke 3:21, 22; 4:1-19; John 3:34)
B.  Jesus delivered all who came to Him from every kind of sickness.

      1.  Physical, mental, emotional sickness. (Matthew 15:30-31; Mark 7:31-37)
      2.  Demonic possession and related effects. (Matthew 17:14-21) 

      3.  Physical death.  (John 11:43, 44)
      4.  Healed all.  (Matthew 8:16)
C.  The gospel writers frequently note that Jesus’ healing works were motivated by 

      compassion and pity on the sick.

      1.  Compassion on crowds.  (Matthew 9:36; 14:14)
      2.  Pity on two blind beggars.  (Matthew 20:34)
D.  Jesus seemed to be more able to heal in the presence of faith in Him and in His power to heal.
      1.  Especially moved by “great faith”.  (Matthew 8:8-13)
      2.  His observance of bed carriers’ faith.  (Matthew 8:8-13)
      3.  His question to the blind men.  (Matthew 9:28-31)

      4.  “Your faith has made you well.”  (Mark 5:28-34)
      5.  His encouragement to Jairus.  (Mark 9:14-29)
      6.  Father of demonic boy.  (Luke 4:23-28)

E.  Jesus sometimes healed when He along believed, but He was clearly limited by an 

      unbelieving (negative faith) atmosphere.
      1.  Healed High Priest’s servant.  (Luke 11:50, 51)
      2.  “Could do no mighty work, , ,Nazareth”.  (Mark 6:1-6; Luke 4:23-28)

      3.  “Led him out of Bethsaida”.  (Mark 8:22)

F.  Jesus seems to have healed at all times, but as He flowed with the Spirit He was 

      Apparently aware of times when the Spirit was especially ready to move in power 

      (e.g. “power of the Lord present to heal”.  (Luke 5:17)
G.  Jesus was always willing to heal those who came to Him in Faith.

      1.  A leper.  (Matthew 8:1-4)
      2.  A centurion’s servant.  (Matthew 8:5-7)
      3.  Syrophoenician woman’s daughter.  (Mark 7:24-30)

H.  Frequently the Lord would heal many people, one after another, in large meetings    
      or gatherings.  (Matthew 3:23-25; 14:13; 15:30, 31)
I.   Jesus did not do miracles for those who wanted only to test Him or be entertained.

      (e.g. the scribes and Pharisees) Matthew 12:38-42)
J.  Resistance on any grounds to healing the needy grieved the Lord!

      1.  The man with the withered hand on the Sabbath.  (Mark 3:1-6)

      2.  The woman with a spirit of infirmity.  (Luke 13:10-17)

K.  Our Lord used many patterns and methods in healing.

      1.  A touch.  (Matthew 8:15)
      2.  A prayer.  (John 11:41, 42)
      3.  A declaration.  (Luke 7:9, 10)
      4.  A word or command.  Matthew 8:8, 13; Luke 5:24, 25; 6:10, 7:14)
      5.  A touch and command.  (Luke 5:13; Matthew 8:3, 9:29)
      6.  Someone touching Him (fringe).  (Matthew 14:34-36; Luke 8:44)
      7.  Using spittle or mud.  (Mark 7:33, 8:23; John 9:7)
      8.  Doing some act of faith.  (Luke 6:10, 7:14; John 9:7)
L.  Jesus most often healed in public, though sometimes He withdrew, especially in

      negative environments, and would heal people privately.

      1.  Jarius’ daughter  (Mark 5:39-43)
      2.  Blind man from Bethany.  (Mark 8:23)
      3.  Peter’s mother-in-law.  (Luke 4:38, 39)
M.  Jesus often asked questions about the need for healing, indicating that while He 

      Sometimes received words of knowledge, other times He did not.  He wanted to

      Focus exactly on target.

      1.  The blind man.  (Mark 8:23)
      2.  The demons.  (Mark 5:8, 9)
      3.  Father of the demonic boy.  (Mark 9:21, 22)
      4.  Bartimaeus.  (Mark 10:51)
N.  Jesus frequently directed those He healed to get “medical proof”.

      (Leviticus 13:49; 14:32) and was positive about the work of physicians.
      (pp. 34-45, Healing and Christianity, Kelsey)

      1.  A leper.  (Matthew 8:1-4)
      2.  The 10 lepers.  Luke 17:14)
      3.  Need of a physician.  (Mark 2:17)
O.  Our Lord did not necessarily always equate sin and sickness.

      1.  Man born blind.  (John 9:1-3)
      2.  Pool of Bethesda healing.  (John 5:14)
P.  Sometimes Jesus had to pray more than once for the person in need to be healed

      (e.g. the blind man of Bethsaida. (Mark 8:22-26)
Q.  Jesus indicated that some maladies and demonic sicknesses would not leave

      Immediately and that longer prayer and fasting would be required to bring a full

      Healing (e.g. the demonic boy.  (Mark 9:28, 29)
R.  Jesus frequently delivered the demonized and healed them of related effects

      using various patterns.

      1.  Demanded the demons’ names.  (Mark 5:9)
      2.  Required silence from them.  (Luke 4:35, 41)
      3.  Cast them out with a command.  (Luke 4:35, 36)
S.  Very strong warnings were issued by Jesus against labeling healing in His Name 

      And by His Spirit as demonic in origin.  Such words would blaspheme the Spirit

      And could move Him to permanent wrath!

      1.  Pharisees blasphemy of Spirit. (Matthew 12:22-31)
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              PROBLEM TEACHINGS AND TEXTS

DOES EVERYONE GET HEALED?  

•Paul had an eye affliction, the reason for which is cited (Galations 4:13-16); 
•Trophimus was left sick at Miletus with no explanation (II Timothy 4:20)
•Timothy had a persistent stomach weakness (I Timothy 5:23)
While not all who are prayed for are healed in this life, all will ultimately be healed in their resurrected bodies.  We are commissioned to pray despite the results.

DOES EVERY HEALING HAPPEN IMMEDIATELY?  

•Most healings in the New Testament were instant,  but on at least one occasion 
Jesus had to pray twice for a blind man (Mark 1:31, 42), (Mark 8:22-26).  
•Some healings take time and are progressive.

WHAT ABOUT THE USE OF MEDICINE?  

•Scripture does not condemn the use of medicine; oil and spittle were regarded as “medicine” and were used by Jesus (John 9:6; Mark 7:33, 8:23, and 6:13)
•Paul encouraged Timothy to use a little wine for his stomach (I Timothy 5:23).  
•It is irrelevant whether these elements had healing qualities or not—the fact is that Jesus DID associate with the medicine of that day and seemed to sanction it.  

•King ASAP sought a physician rather than the Lord (II Chronicles 16:12) but physicians in that day used occult practices.  Thus, this is not a statement against physicians, only the occult practices.  

WHAT ABOUT DYING? 

•God states “It is appointed unto man once to die” (Hebrews 9:27).  However, it does not have to be before one’s time due to sin, sickness, and judgment.

(I Corinthians 11:30; II Samuel 12; 15-23). 
•Sickness does not have to be the cause of death, but even then Jesus has control over death (John 11:25-44).  
•We need to be aware when a sickness is unto death and minister courage to the dying.

ARE SUFFERING AND SICKNESS FROM GOD?  

•There is no biblical indication that Christian suffering includes sickness—Christ was never sick, but He did suffer persecution (John 13:45-53).  
•God’s nature and will is to heal and draw us nearer to Him, not to teach us through sickness.  Sickness is not beneficial; e.g., the lame man made a friend of his illness and it robbed him for 38 years (John 5:1-15).  
•Suffering of innocent children and the helpless comes as a result of the curse of sin and/or man’s free will, not from God.  

•Sometimes the effect of a sin can be passed down the bloodline of a family for three or four generations (Exodus 34:6-7; Numbers 14:18).
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OLD TESTAMENT HEALTH: A JUDGMENT OR REWARD

A.  JUDGMENT FOR DISOBEDIENCE

      ۠
1.  Numbers 11: 1-35        
Complaint about adverse conditions
      
2.  Numbers 12:1-5           
Miriam & Aaron complain about Moses
      
3.  Numbers 16: 41-50       
Complaint after Korah’s rebellion
       
4.  I Samuel 5:1-6:21         
The Ark of God
      
5.  II Samuel 24:1-25            
David’s census
        
6.   II Kings 5:15-27           
Gehazi’s greed
B.  REWARD FOR OBEDIENCE

1.  Exodus 12:1-51       
The Passover
2.  Numbers 21:4-9          
Bronze Serpent
       
3.  Deuteronomy 7:1-16      
Health promised
       
4.  II Kings 5:1-14          
Naaman healed
       
5.  II Kings 20:1-11           
Hezekiah’s recovery
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