Spiritual Authority
Questions about spiritual authority
· Who has spiritual authority?

· What is the purpose of spiritual authority?

· What is the nature of spiritual authority?

· What are the caveats in the exercise of spiritual authority?
· Why is spiritual authority needed pray?
Jesus imparted spiritual authority to his disciples 
Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations… And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." Matthew 28:18-20
Spiritual authority is to be used to advance God’s Kingdom work
I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. John 14:12

The power of the Holy Spirit is released as spiritual authority is exercised
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." Acts 1:8
Those that exercise spiritual authority must also exercise caution

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. Romans 12:14
The nature of spiritual authority

· It is positional in nature; it’s one aspect of a believer’s sonship 
I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength…  Ephesians 1:18-19f

Illustration: “The connection between maturity and authority”  

Note: Explanation of “credit card authority” 

· It does not bestow nor imply maturity, character or responsible usage
In fact, here’s an example… 
Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him all the more. He said to them, "Listen to this dream I had… His brothers said to him, "Do you intend to reign over us? Will you actually rule us?" And they hated him all the more because of his dream and what he had said. Genesis 37:5-8
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Why is spiritual authority needed to pray?

1.  We are invited into intimacy with our Father; prayer is the doorway into the 

     relationship the Father desires to have with us

But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed. Luke 5:16

In the morning, O LORD, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay my requests before you and wait in expectation. Psalm 5:3

2.  We are in a spiritual battle 

"Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat. Luke 22:31

3.  Because we are behind enemy lines, we are vulnerable to unnecessary casualty 

     (pain, loss, grief, etc.) 

Note: Recognize that you may be coming against “strongholds”

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy… John 10:10a
I will not speak with you much longer, for the prince of this world is coming. John 14:30a

4.  The conflict is spiritual; the weapons of warfare are also spiritual 

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. (Ephesians 6:12-13)

What are the features and practical applications of authoritative prayer?

1.  We literally “take” the authority that we have been handed in any given (invited) place and with any given opportunity
"When you enter a house, first say, 'Peace to this house.' Luke 10:5

2.  It is important to maintain a posture of humility by asking for permission to

     pray on another person’s behalf

What are the caveats in the exercise of spiritual authority?

1.  We might too easily forget the 70/30 Rule of prayer: 70% listening, 30% responding

The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the other times, "Samuel! Samuel!" Then Samuel said, "Speak, for your servant is listening." I Samuel 3:10

“God is polite, He will not interrupt us while we are talking” (R.S.)
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2.  We might confuse God’s purposes with our own agendas
"This, then, is how you should pray: " 'Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Matthew 6:9-10

Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, "My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will."  Matt. 26:39
3.  We might neglect appropriate protocol for prayer

“And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words.” Matthew 6:7

4.  We might become proud as the Lord “reveals His secrets”

But there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days. Thy dream, and the visions of thy head upon thy bed, are these… Daniel 2:28 (KJV)

"Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak." Matthew 26:41

He replied, "The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but not to them.” Matthew 13:11

5.  We might forget what the Lord requires of us - humility

“…if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land…” II Chronicles 2:17

He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8

Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Eph. 4:2

And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death – even death on a cross! Philippians 2:8
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Humility, Submission, Maturity and Character

When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for help. 6"Lord," he said, "my servant lies at home paralyzed and in terrible suffering." 7Jesus said to him, "I will go and heal him." 8The centurion replied, "Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be healed. 9For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 'Come,' and he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it." 10When Jesus heard this, he was astonished and said to those following him, "I tell you the truth, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith. 13Then Jesus said to the centurion, "Go! It will be done just as you believed it would." And his servant was healed at that very hour. (Matthew 8:5-10, 13)

1. Everything about the centurion indicates that he came to Jesus in a completely humble posture.

2. The centurion had a position of significant leadership and authority, yet he remained  unimpressed with himself and his recognized standing in the community.
3. Jesus commended the centurion’s understanding of authority and submission and connected it to his personal faith and understanding of spiritual matters.   

How is maturity and submission to authority connected to revelatory gifting and healing prayer ministry?

Def. character = an assessment of your dependability as a person.

1. As in the exercise of ANY of the spiritual gifts, without maturity and character the ministry of healing prayer (physical, emotional, spiritual cleansing) and prophetic gifting will be greatly compromised; people could get seriously hurt.
2. The focus in the exercise of spiritual gifts MUST be the Giver; not the gift nor the gifted person.
3. Our willingness to posture ourselves in submission is a sure way to minimize our human propensity to be prideful. 
4. Pride will make even the most gifted person useless for Kingdom work.  The lesson of Balaam’s donkey Numbers 22:28ff) should be a sobering reminder that God can use anyone or anything to accomplish His purposes.
5. Even the miraculous working of gifts does not in itself imply authentic relationship with the Father (Matt. 7:21-23). The evidence of a Spirit-filled life is the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-26)

Note: The giving of spiritual gifts is totally the prerogative of the Father (I Cor. 12:11); the measure of the gifting has no direct correlation to a person’s character or maturity!
Who are some of the gifted people (in the Bible) who had questionable character and maturity?
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The Believer’s Authority: Limited or Unlimited?

1. As the 2nd member of the Godhead, Jesus voluntarily suspended (veiled) his deity in the incarnation. (Philippians 2).  Note that the Apostle reminds us that Jesus remained full deity and is therefore worthy of our worship.

2. All of creation was originally under the dominion of Adam and Eve (Gen. 1:27-28); yet with one limitation; a rule to obey (Gen 2:15-17).  The prohibition against eating from the forbidden tree provided a real opportunity to submit to the Lord and to exercise free will. 
3. The introduction of sin corresponds directly to the forfeiture of dominion.  Another consequence of sin was that the earth was cursed; dominion was transferred to Satan.

Note: The Holy Spirit’s ability to work through Jesus in the performing of miracles is directly connected to his sinlessness. (John 14:30) 

4. In the temptation in the wilderness pericope, Jesus indirectly acknowledged the dominion that Satan has over the Kingdoms of the earth.  (Matthew 4:7-10)

5. Satan is referred to as the prince of the power of the air, again referring to the temporary dominion that he has over physical/earthly territory. (Ephesians 2:2)

6. A believer’s authority does not supersede another person’s free will; to do so would be to nullify their free will; nor does our supersede the authority of another person or what they themselves have dominion over. 

7. A believer’s authority does not cancel or supersede any of the enemy’s legal rights.

8. What can/does suspend the enemy’s legal rights?  Our choice of submission to the will of the Father.  Once again, it is important to note that it was the centurion’s understanding and practice of submission to authority (Matthew 8) that Jesus commends as faith in God. 

Note: The gift of free will is the greatest risk that God can take; God gives every  individual the right to reject Him; rebel against Him.  In doing so, God chooses to submit to our choice to reject Him.  (see propitiation below) 

9. Important to note that the Lord Himself submits to the legal rights of Satan and his temporary dominion over the earth.

Def. Propitiation = The turning away of wrath by an offering. For the Christian propitiation is the shed blood of Jesus on the cross.  It turned away the wrath of God so that He could pass "over the sins previously committed" (Rom. 3:25).  It was the Father who sent the Son to be the propitiation (1 John 4:10) for all (1 John 2:2).
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The Laying of Hands

Transference of authority and leadership

Now Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, for Moses had laid his hands on him; so the children of Israel heeded him, and did as the Lord had commanded Moses.  Deut 34:9

Transference of an anointing

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, "Tell me, what can I do for you before I am taken from you?"  "Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit," Elisha replied. "You have asked a difficult thing," Elijah said, "yet if you see me when I am taken from you, it will be yours - otherwise not." II Kings 2:9-10

Activation of gifting and calling

For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 2 Timothy 1:6
Healing of the sick

When the sun was setting, the people brought to Jesus all who had various kinds of sickness, and laying his hands on each one, he healed them. Luke 4:39-41

Taking the blind man by the hand, He brought him out of the village; and after spitting on his eyes and laying His hands on him, He asked him, "Do you see anything?" Mark 8:23 
Performing of miracles

And through the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were done among the people. And they were all with one accord in Solomon’s Porch Acts 5:12

Blessing

And He took them in His arms and began blessing them, laying His hands on them.  Mark 10:16

Impartation of the Holy Spirit

Then they began laying their hands on them, and they were receiving the Holy Spirit. Acts 8:17

Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was bestowed through the laying on of the apostles' hands… Acts 8:18
And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with tongues and prophesied. Acts 19:6
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Impartation of Spiritual Gifts

Do not neglect the spiritual gift within you, which was bestowed on you through prophetic utterance with the laying on of hands by the presbytery. I Timothy 4:14
For this reason I remind you to kindle afresh the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands. II Timothy 1:6

Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you by prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the eldership. I Timothy 4:14

Commissioning for a new work

While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them." So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off. Acts 13:2-4

Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom… They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also [others]. They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them. Acts 6:3-6

Character

Do not be hasty in the laying on of hands, and do not share in the sins of others. Keep yourself pure. I Timothy 5:22
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