Exercising Spiritual Authority
Laws and principles in the spiritual realm are every bit as binding as those that operate in the physical realm. (Charles Kraft, Defeating Dark Angels, p. 70)
Understanding “legal right” in the spiritual realm

· The Holy Spirit has “legal right” (access; the ability to influence) to a believer’s life because the believer gave the Holy Spirit that right.
· Just as the Holy Spirit requires our permission to have access to our lives on a daily basis the enemy also requires some type of “permission” to gain access.
Principle: Rats and garbage – dealing with the “garbage” in a person’s life (wounds, abuse, sins of others, person’s sins, etc.) is always the preferred approach to free    
Note: Unnecessary power encounter will result
When do you have a “legal right” to exercise spiritual authority in a given situation?

1. When you have been given explicit permission by someone who has the right to give it.
Examples:

· Dedication of a home 

· Dedication of a child

· Cleansing a person’s home of demonic presence or anything else that is not 
2. When you have entered into a contractual agreement you have authority for the duration of the contract.

Example:

· Hotel room

· Rental car

3. When the Lord wants to break demonic power over an area.
Example: Eucharist Bermuda Triangle 

What could happen when you exercise spiritual authority without having the “legal right” to do so?
· Your prayers may be powerless.

· You may experience unnecessary retaliation from the enemy. 

Steps for taking spiritual authority

1.   Ask for permission first; be sure you have authority 

2.   Announce the authority aloud 
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